in the United States, over three centuries ago, their collections have on the average been doubling in size every sixteen years. When these libraries were small, their librarians did not worry particularly about the rate of growth of their collections. But about the time of the Second World War, as building, and hence storage, costs increased, Rider and others sounded the alarm. 1 The problem has been exacerbated by the current squeeze on public funds. Academic and research librarians are by now tired of hearing, and are only too aware, that their collections are increasing at a geometrical, rather than at an arithmetical, rate.
Since an approximately constant (exponential) rate of growth represents the true state of affairs, it is of value to librarians planning building needs or engaging in other research involving comparisons and predictions of collection growth, to know the rate of growth for given situations. The accompanying ods up to twenty years, saving the need for laborious computation.
USE OF THE TABLE
The only data needed to use the table are the number of years covered ( T), and the size of the collection at the beginning ( P) and end (A) of this period. As an example of use, suppose that a collection has grown from 1,000,000 to 1,700,000 volumes over eight years. A/P = 1.700. The answer lies at the intersection of the 1.700 row and the 08 column. This value, 0.069, represents an annual growth rate of 6.9 percent. ExTENSION 
OaQZ. 
